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The Newsletter of the Wisconsin Chapter of the American Fisheries Society
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Laura Schmidt— Editor

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE- Ben Heussner

Greetings Wisconsin Chapter
members,

As we continue to celebrate 50 years
" as a chapter, embracing change is an

i ongoing theme. Starting back in

§ February, we held our first ever virtual
meeting. | cannot thank Max Wolter,
the Executive Committee, presenters,
judges and participants enough for
pulling off an extremely successful
virtual meeting. Our WIAFS chapter
2021 virtual presentations are available

for viewing on our webpage. Coming
§ together under these circumstances

l was a prime example of how our
chapter rolls. We adapt, support,
share, collaborate and persevere.

| would like to congratulate Brad Eggold
for receiving the 2020 Bill Threinen Award. Brad has been a pillar for our chapter for over
two decades. | am also excited to announce that the 2021 Best Professional and Student
Presentation Winners are currently attending the AFS National Meeting November 6-10
which is being held in Baltimore.

Spring ice out provided a much-needed daily regimen of fyke netting. After a long winter,
lifting nets daily quickly reminded me of how much | love my job. We are truly fortunate to
have the opportunity to shape the future of our fisheries. Our science supports sound
management decisions, that in turn will provide a diversity of angling opportunities for future
generations to come. Knowing our actions will positively impact the future of fisheries is
motivational.

Continued on page 2


https://wi-afs.org/2021-meeting/

Fall 2021

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...

Change of Venue...

As we continue to plan for the upcoming in-person meeting in February 2022, the safety and wellness of WIAFS
chapter members is the top priority. Due to the current health concerns related to COVID, we will once again be
holding a virtual meeting. If you haven’t already done so, please take time to fill out the WVI-AFS virtual meeting
questionnaire. Please block Monday February 7 through Thursday February 10, 2022 for the meeting. The

meeting will be held via Zoom. An updated schedule will be released as details become available.

Personal Wellness...

| would like to share my personal recipe for relieving stress. It is quite simple and includes spending ample amounts of
time outdoors. Fall turkey, goose and deer hunting are currently at the top of my list. Fishing for pike, walleye, perch,
catfish and dogfish is my “chicken soup for the soul”. Outdoor gardening and foraging for mushrooms pair well with
harvested wild fish and game. Mentoring youth adds a special twist on these activities, creating lifelong memories for
all. As we enter our winter season, | would like to encourage chapter members to find new ways to explore the

outdoors and further develop their personal recipe for wellness.
Take care,

Benjamin Heussner

WI AFS virtual meeting questionnaire link:

https://lwww.surveymonkey.com/r/J2C3L2)

Web Links

Did you miss the WIAFS 2021 Virtual Meeting! Did you attend the meeting and would like to
view your favorite talks again? The 2021 virtual presentations can be found on the Wisconsin

AFSVimeo page: https:/lvimeo.com/wiscosinafs

The Wisconsin AFS Vimeo page also includes the webinar talks from 2020.


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J2C3L2J
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J2C3L2J

MEETING MINUTES

EDITORS NOTE: Committee and budget reports in this issue of the newsletter are from the 2021 Winter Fa"
Business Meeting, held on Tuesday, February 9th, 2021, via Zoom.

Call to Order - President Max Wolter, 2:50PM (131 members present)

I. Opening Administrative Details

Recognition of Executive Committee, past presidents and special guests (Wolter)
Recognized all of the past presidents with rename of Zoom,,
Determination of a quorum (Dembkowski)

We have a quorum, |31 participants.
Review and approval of agenda (Wolter)

Ted Treska motion, Brad Ray 2™ to approve, no discussion
Approval of 2019 Business Meeting minutes (Wolter)

Approved no objections.

Newsletter of spring 2020 had 2019 meeting minutes.

Motion from Brad Ray and 2nd from Ted Treska; voice all approve.

2. Officer and Committee Reports:

President’s remarks (Wolter)
Big shout out to everyone who planned the virtual, look forward to in-person, shout out to stu-
dent chapters for accomplishments during covid.

Annual Treasurer’s report (Bergman)

Jen Bergman went over the 2020 budget and status of investments and accounts as of 2/9/2021.

Jeff Kopaska — Four point plan of work (science outreach, enhance trust with public, diversity equi-
ty and inclusion, work on career and skills development, enhance curriculum for continuing
education (soft skills, speaking), rebranding AFS (logo the same, need or desire to make things
new), President Bonar effort on climate change and making more resources available, Doug
Austin talked about Fish and Wildlife Agencies working together (grey literature database,
speak with issues on climate change, R3 program, multi-resource management grants, access to
AFS book publications). Midwest meeting — start at $60,000 seed. 2020 Paid for registration
for 40 students. Proposed |5 $500 grants for students for future in-person meeting. NCD
new logo. Thanked the chapter for being the leaders on continuing education. Most active

chapter — nominee, should apply for the award. MAFLA fronts all the startup costs.
Questions on written committee chair reports (Wolter and Committee Chairs)

No questions

Continued on page 4



MEETING MINUTES

EDITORS NOTE: Committee and budget reports in this issue of the newsletter are from the 2021 Winter Fa"
Business Meeting, held on Tuesday, February 9th, 2021, via Zoom.

Call to Order - President Max Wolter, 2:50PM (131 members present)
3. Old Business: (Wolter)

AFS 150" Anniversary Chapter display

Gilly — no in-person meeting in Columbus. Virtual one in the summer and then play during the
summer, but postponed for now. November is the new timeline, trying to beat covid. Might
stay as a virtual display. Display would be like Gilly’s talk, add to it. Rename Midwest account

budget to something else now that we have MAFLA.

4. President Installation - Ben Heussner

Past Presidents will escort Ben everywhere at the next meeting. Verbal transition.
Ben started the meeting with his meat tenderizer gavel.

5. New Business

Nominations and voting for new officers

President-Elect position
Any nominations from the floor — Tim Parks (Gilly); Tim postponed the nomination for a
few years (before Gilly retires).
Nomination committee — Sharon Rayford with USFWS out of Green Bay. Uncontested.
New President elect.

2021 proposed budget (Heussner)
Correction of $1000 expense for t-shirts (not $50)

Lawrence Eslinger’s motion to increase the event sponsorship for WAE publication from $1000 to
$3000. Questions — level other states contribute? Other states are $300-$1000. Our coffers
are more plush than other subchapters. Are the other state agencies kicking in money (Lori
Tate)? SD Parks ($1000), Ohio ($1500), not many others from other programs. Lawrence did
talk with Justine; WI has multiple authors. Hoping other states without authors chip in some
money. Gilly concerned that we should wait until our budgets are figured out. Jen Bergman
did mention in 2019 this line item was $500 and voted to a total of $1000. Verbal Yays and

Nays. Went to vote. Poll was completed. Results: 59% Yes, 41% No. Approved.
Approve budget: John Kubisiak motion, Laura Schmidt 2"
No discussion

No opposed; passed budget.

Continued on page 5



MEETING MINUTES

EDITORS NOTE: Committee and budget reports in this issue of the newsletter are from the 2021 Winter Fa"
Business Meeting, held on Tuesday, February 9th, 2021, via Zoom.

New Business, continued:

Election results (Wolter)
Best Speed Talk Award — namesake

Motion to let the awards committee overseen by David Schuman’s committee run with this; 1*

John Kubisiak. 2™ motion was Dan Dembkowski. Discussion: David will email a list of ideas;
they already have a list of ideas generated from last year.

Open committee chairs

Fishing Contest Coordinator
Nominees — Brandon Wambach (volunteered himself). Can he participate! Yes, precedent
set (Max).

Reservoir NCD representative (long-term opening??)
Tim Parks new representative
Time and place 2022 meeting (Heussner and President-Elect)
Poll for feedback, not vote on location.
Ted Treska — New seed money for a scholarship, use the former Midwest Account.

Gilly’s rainy-day fund, Steve Gilbert’s idea for a new name of the former Midwest Account

Table the new name, vibrant discussion for 2022.

Host is sharing poll results
Poll: Assuming it is possible to hold an in-person meeting in 2022,

1. Assuming it is possible to hold an in-person meeting in 2022,

which of these host cities interests you? (You may check more than which of these host cities interests you? (you may check more

than one) (Multiple choice)

one)

- Madison (30%)

- Milwaukee (11%)

- Central WI (Point, Rapids, Wausau) (39%)
- Superior (30%)

- Green Bay (28%)

- Oshkosh-Appleton area (17%)

- La Crosse (29%)

- Hudson (20%)

- Other (put in chat) (1%)

Other (put in chat!

pp From Dembkowski, Dan PP
to Everyone

Polonia




MEETING MINUTES

EDITORS NOTE: Committee and budget reports in this issue of the newsletter are from the 2021 Winter Fa"
Business Meeting, held on Tuesday, February 9th, 2021, via Zoom.

Adjourn
- Adjourn meeting... Lawrence Eslinger motion, 2nd Brad Eggold.

Meeting adjourned 3:52PM.

| JOe Henn

Raffle Update - 2022
Joseph Gerbyshak

The virtual raffle is back for another year! It will operate much the same way as it did in 2021 - you
will be able to purchase tickets, donate items, and view the virtual raffle table all on the WI AFS
webpage (soon to be updated). Homemade items and member donations have constituted most of
the prizes in years past, and we hope to keep that theme going for 2022. Members are encouraged
to donate prizes again this year, so please keep this in mind over the winter months when you are
crafting, painting or building fishing lures.The raffle is one of the main revenue generators for the
chapter so we hope to have another successful year. More information to come in the coming

months so stay tuned.



T-Shirts

50th Year commemorative t-shirts on sale now!

Due to the cancellation of the in-person meeting in February, we will be arranging for
delivery of the t-shirts on an individual basis. Proceeds from t-shirt sales will be
placed in our general AFS account. Our goal is to sell and produce a minimum of 144
MUG t-shirts to obtain bulk price reductions. This is a fundraiser and a celebratory
promotion of our 50th year as a chapter! Order your size and color now, before

time runs out!

Most Un-Glamorous Fish T-shirt  https://wi-afs.org/most-un-glamorous-fish-t-shirt/
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https://wi-afs.org/most-un-glamorous-fish-t-shirt/

Budget Report

Expense Budget Review - 2020 & Recommendations - 2021
%g;éid 2020 Actual
Expense 2020 DIFF —
% 9 Chapter Meeting $ 12117 | $ 12,500 | $ 383
n = Raffle expenses - State Meeting $ 329 % 650 | $ 321
Hutton Program (AFS) $ $ 2,000 | $ 2,000
Skinner Memorial (AFS) $ $ 500 | $ 500
@  EOS (AFS) $ B 500 | $ 500
S Student Subunit Fundraising Match $ 1,250 | $ 1,250 | $ -
= Norden Student Scholarship $ -1 $ 1,000 | $ 1,000
3 Tim Kroeff Scholarship $ -1 % 1,000 | $ 1,000
«»  Duffy Award $ 100 $ 200 | $ 100
'c% Awards, Plagques, Best Papers $ (32 % 400 | $ 432
= Frie Scholarship Funding $ -1 $ 500 | $ 500
& Fenske Scholarship $ 250 % 250
Members Fishing Contest $ 50 | $ 50 | $ .
Student Subunit AFS membership $ 100 $ 250 | $ 150
President travel $ 2000 $ 2,000 | $ -
a Fisheries Bootcamp $ 2000 $ 2,000 | $ -
®  Continuing education $ 1,000  $ 1,000 | $ -
@  T-Shirts $ 1,000 | $ 1,000 | $ -
S Equipment Purchase for Subunits $ 1,000 $ 1,000 | $ -
= National Chapter Insurance $ 150 | $ 150
o Web Fees $ 69 $ 600 ' $ 531
@ PO Box $ 14| $ 120 | $ 106
=  Discretionary $ 150 | $ 150 | $ -
Executive Committee AFS Membership $ 130 $ 320 | $ 190
2 g :
= 2 Event sponsorship $ -1 $ 1,000 | $ 1,000
g :-). 150th Anniversary Display $ 3,000 $ 3,000 | $ -
O w $ 24,676
[EXPENSE TOTAL $ 8,714




Budget Report

Expense Budget Review - 2020 & Recommendations - 2021
%peots_ed Comments for 2021 Proposed Budget
Expense Bucget
% 9 Chapter Meeting $ 12,500
n = Raffle expenses - State Meeting $ 650
Hutton Program (AFS) $ 2,000
Skinner Memorial (AFS) $ 500
@  EOS (AFS) $ 500
S Student Subunit Fundraising Match $ 1,250
o Norden Student Scholarship $ 1,000
8 Tim Kroeff Scholarship $ 1,000
s  Duffy Award $ 200
% Awards, Plaques, Best Papers $ 400
E Frie Scholarship Funding $ 500
Fenske Scholarship
Members Fishing Contest $ 50
Student Subunit AFS membership $ 250
President travel $ 2,000
2 Fisheries Bootcamp $ 2,000
= Continuing education $ 1,000
0 T-Shirts $ 1,000
3 Equipment Purchase for Subunits $ 1,000
= National Chapter Insurance $ 150
D Web Fees $ 600
@ PO Box $ 120
= Discretionary $ 150
Executive Committee AFS Membership $ 320
L 0
(]
E 2  Event sponsorship This was increased to $3000 for WAE Publication.
g 15. 150th Anniversary Display $ 3,000
o u
\EXPENSE TOTAL $ 35,140




Budget Report

2020 Actual 2021 Anticipated

Income

Annual Meeting registration $ -1 $ 15,000
Membership dues & AFS Mem. Rebates $ 1,698 ' $ 1,500
Continuing education $ -1 9% -
T-shirt sales $ -1 % -
State Meeting Raffle Income $ 1,179 | $ 1,500
National AFS Investment Interest $ -1 $ 100
GNMA Investment Interest $ 334 | $ 450
Tim Kroeff Scholarship Fund $ 1,000  $ 1,000
Midwest Walleye Symposium (transfer from MW Acct) $ 1,000

INCOME TOTAL $ 5211 | $ 19,550
INVESTMENTS 2018 2019 2020
VanGuard (Parent Society) $ 28,299.34 |$ 32,337.00 | $ 31,362.00
GNMA $ 15,640.98 ' $ 15,805.47 | $ 16,059.67
INVESTMENTS TOTAL $ 43,940.32 ' $ 48,14247 | $ 47,421.67
Main Account Balance as of 2/9/2021 $ 5,050.87

PayPal Account Balance as of 2/9/2021 @2:00pm break $ 1,179.00

Midwest Account Balance as of 2/9/2021 $ 25,056.59

Total Worth

$ 78,708.13




Scholarships and Awards

Best Poster Award: Rebecca Henningsen

“Fecundity and reproductive potential of black bullhead in a north temperate

lake”

Best ‘Speed’ Paper Award: Ben Martin

“Predation by a native planktivore exceeds an invasive invertebrate’s

production”

Steve Yeo Student Paper Award: Natalie Coash

“Phenology and habitat utilization of spawning brook trout in the Little
Plover River, WI”

Steve Serns Best Paper Award: Bryan Maitland

“A long-term look at Wisconsin brook and brown trout populations and the

role of hydrologic change”



Scholarships and Awards

Carroll Norden Memorial Scholarship

Kristina Pechacek, UW - La Crosse

Tim Kroeff Fisheries Scholarship

Natalie Coash, UW - Stevens Point

Joan Duffy Student Travel Award

Kristina Pechacek, UW - La Crosse

Bill Threinen Outstanding Service Award

Brad Eggold,Wisconsin DNR - Milwaukee




RAWA Update

#irecoverwildlife

RECOVERING
AMERICA'S

WILDLIFE ACT

¥

fisheries.org/rawa

The following letter was sent to various representatives in support of RAWA.

We are writing to express our support for H.R. 2773, the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act. This bipartisan bill,
introduced in Congress in April by Rep. Debbie Dingell and Rep. Jeff Fortenberry would dedicate $1.4 billion annu-
ally for state fish and wildlife agencies and tribes to implement proactive, voluntary, and incentive-based conserva-

tion of imperiled species.

Despite the remarkable diversity of fish and wildlife in the U.S., populations of many species are in decline. Fresh-
water animals have been particularly hard hit and approximately 40 percent of the nation’s freshwater fish species
are now rare or imperiled. Similarly, an astonishing three-quarters of the nation’s freshwater mussel species are
imperiled or vulnerable. Emerging diseases, invasive species, habitat loss, and extreme weather threaten many fish
and wildlife populations at a scale inconceivable just a few decades ago. Proactive conservation can reverse this

trend and keep species from becoming endangered.

At the request of Congress, every state has developed a State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) to assess the health of
their state’s fish and wildlife and outline conservation actions necessary to sustain them. Collectively, these action
plans have identified 12,000 species of greatest conservation need and formed a nationwide strategy to prevent
them from becoming endangered. However, the current federal State Wildlife Grants program is funded at only a
fraction of what states need to conserve these species. This bill would provide the funding to implement 75% of

every state’s SWAP.

Continued on page 14



RAWA Update

#recoverwildlife

RECOVERING
AMERICA'S

WILDLIFE ACT

¥

fisheries.org/rawa

In Wisconsin, this bill would provide funding to conserve a combined total of 20 endangered and threatened fish
species. This bill would also provide funding to conserve a combined total of 19 endangered and threatened Wis-
consin mussel species. Endangered fish species in Wisconsin that will benefit from this bill include skipjack herring,
crystal darter, gravel chub, bluntnose darter, starhead topminnow, goldeye, pallid shiner, striped shiner, black
redhorse and slender madtom. Threatened fish species that will benefit in Wisconsin include blue sucker, black
buffalo, longear sunfish, redfin shiner, shoal chub, river redhorse, pugnose shiner, ozark minnow, gilt darter and
paddlefish. Endangered Wisconsin mussel species include spectaclecase, purple wartyback, butterfly, elephant-ear,
snuffbox, ebonyshell, higgins eye, yellow/slough sandshell, sheepnose, winged mapleleaf and rainbow. Threatened
Wisconsin mussel species that will benefit from this bill include the slippershell mussel, rock-pocketbook, mon-

keyface, wartyback, salamander, buckhorn, fawnsfoot and ellipse mussel species.

Wisconsin is home to over 15,000 inland lakes, 44,000 miles of rivers and streams, 800 miles of Great Lakes shore-
line and 250 miles of Mississippi River frontage. Protecting and enhancing the habitat in Wisconsin is critical to

conserving the abundance and diversity of fish and mussel species.

Proactive conservation is good for wildlife, good for taxpayers, and good for business. We ask that you please
consider co-sponsoring this important piece of legislation.

The Wisconsin Chapter of the American Fisheries Society is one of the most active chapters in the nation and ac-
tively promotes the science that supports the conservation of our fish species.

Sincerely,

Bevyaminw M. Heussner

President of the Wisconsin Chapter of the American Fisheries Society



2021 Photo Fishing Contest Fall Update

Brandon Wambach (2-time reigning Kastmaster Champion and 2020 Photo Contest Champ)

As of October 12, the annual WI-AFS Photo Fishing Contest has been a bit lack luster for submis-
sions this year, but the race has been hot with rising stars of the past few contests, Stefan Tucker
and Matt Kornis head to head with 8 points each. Gilly is hot on their tails with 7 points as well. To
date, a measly 27 species of fish have been registered. Reigning champion Brandon Wambach has
had a dismal showing this year with only | point to his name thus far after his 28 points last year. Lots
of time left and more submissions are still coming in and many species left to be caught still! With
many species left to be claimed, there is plenty of opportunity for anyone to come out on top!

Here are the leaderboards thus far:

Angler
Stefan Tucker
Matt Kornis
Steve Gilbert

Evan Sniadajewski

Logan Cutler
John Kubisiak
Greg Sass
Tim Simonson
Max Wolter
Brandon Wambach

Tony Rieth

Points
8
8

Group
Non-govt
DNR
Fed

Points
12
22

Affiliation
Academia
North
USFWS

West

South

USFS

Points
12
18




2021 Photo Fishing Contest Fall Update

Fishing report from Brandon:

Yes, I've been fishing. I've been out just haven’t targeted the small species “micro-fishing” like |
did last year. Lots of fish to be had as of late. Fall salmon season is winding down for me with
duck/goose hunting, deer hunting, fall walleye fishing, fall bluegill/crappie, and of course some
steelhead starting to show up in the Lake Michigan tributaries around me as well. Fall is al-
ways too short and my favorite time of the year for the outdoors (that and the cooler weather
is much nicer!). River walleyes are finally pushing up stream and putting on the fall feedbag
after our prolonged summer-like weather of September.Target them closer to dams or in/near
rivers that feed lakes this time of year as they push shallower or upstream in search of bait-
fish.The same cooler weather is the reason that bluegills and crappies are moving shallower
into channels/ditches or shallow weedlines. Fall chinook salmon are spawning and coho are
really starting to show up in the Great Lake tribs with a few steelhead following in behind
them and brown trout should be really starting to show up more over the next few weeks. It’s
a fun time of year and if you ever want a few pointers on any of these things I’'m normally
willing to help (but secret fishing holes will not be discussed!). If it’s about musky or bass fish-
ing... don’t bother asking me, | just don’t target them much. Good Luck and Tight Lines! Keep
those photos coming!




2021 AFS Photo Fishing Contest Info and Rules

Contest details and rules are as follows:

Who can participate?: All WI AFS members. Note: You must have paid your dues for that year to submit en-

tries.

How long does the contest run?: The contest will be open year round and will start after the AFS Chapter
meeting on Feb 6, 2020 and officially end 2 weeks prior to the WI AFS Meeting in 2021 (Feb 7-10).

What fish qualify?: Any fish caught legally (within an open season, not in refuges) with hook and line methods and
from public waters of Wisconsin will be eligible for entry. This includes WI portions of Lake Michigan and Su-
perior and border rivers such as the Mississippi, St. Croix, St. Louis, and Menomonie in stretches where they bor-
der WI. Any species of fish can be entered (point system discussed below). Fish caught while working (when

you are on the clock) or for the purpose of research do not count.

How do | enter a fish?: All submissions must consist of a photograph of the angler and the fish (“fish
selfies” are acceptable). For very small fish, a second close-up photo that does not include the angler is suggested
for species verification. Each submitted fish must include a measured length (down to the half or tenth
inch OR mm) and the location of catch (this can be as simple as “Vilas County Lake” if you don’t want to give up a
honey-hole, but you need to at least include county). This will predominantly be an honor system, but a photo-
graph of the fish on a measuring board may be submitted if the angler chooses and these photos may be used in tie-
breaker situations. The contest administrator reserves the right to call B.S. or the right to convene a panel of B.S.

experts to review submissions.
ALL SUBMISSIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO: wafsfishing@gmail.com

Scoring: ANY species of fish can be submitted. The angler possessing the largest specimen of any species will be
awarded a minimum of | point. The angler who holds the largest specimen for the following high-profile species
will receive 3 points: Largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, walleye, muskellunge, northern pike, black crappie, bluegill,
yellow perch, channel catfish, flathead catfish, and pumpkinseed. We will award 2 points each for the largest inland
and Great Lakes (+ tributaries) catch for brown trout, lake trout, rainbow trout, and brook trout. Once a bigger
specimen is caught by another angler, the points for that species transfer to the new angler. Identifiable hybrids
including tiger musky, tiger trout, saugeye, and splake will count as a unique species (panfish or minnow hybrids will
not). In the case of a legitimate tie, points will be awarded to both anglers for that species. The angler with the

most points at the end of the contest will be declared the winner.

Awards will be presented at the annual meeting.

Good luck!



